
Reasons to Celebrate!  

The Ohio State University is proud 
to celebrate its nationally recog-
nized undergraduate scholarship 
and fellowship recipients!  
 

These Ohio State students have been 
recognized by prestigious, national 
scholarship and fellowship founda-
tions for qualities such as outstanding 

academics, leadership, commitment to 
public service, and excellence in re-
search. They hail from across the uni-
versity– from the College of Engineer-
ing to the College of Arts, from sopho-
mores to seniors.  In this issue, you will 
get a glimpse into their undergraduate 
achievements and the impressive schol-
arships they’ve been awarded. 

This issue also features the Honors Col-
legium’s first class of graduating sen-
iors, and welcomes its newest incoming 
class of students.  
 
We’re happy to have so many reasons 
to celebrate. Read on to find out what 
makes these students some of Ohio 
State’s best! 

V OL UM E 2, I SSUE 1 

SPRING 2006 Collegium Quarterly 
� � � � � � �� � � � � � � � 	 
 �� � � � �� 
 � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � �
�

Top row, from left: Michael Chmutov, Goldwater Scholar; Victoria Reyes, Fulbright Scholar; Keith Coleman, NSF Research Fellow/
NDSEG Fellow; Brian Kiel, Goldwater Scholar. Middle row: Benjamin Jones, Beinecke Scholar; Leann Benkart, Bethany Frew, and Cul-
len Naumoff, Udall Scholars; Stephen Wilkes, Ohio Board of Regents Graduate Fellow. Bottom row: Liza Toher, NSF Research Fellow/
NDSEG Fellow; Imogen Pryce, NSF Research Fellow; Nadia El-Yousseph, Fulbright Scholar; Yoonhee Ha, Truman Scholar; Dana Car-
ney, Ohio Board of Regents Graduate Fellow 
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Honoring Nationally Recognized Scholarship Recipients  
and New Members of the Honors Collegium 

The Honors Collegium welcomed its newest class of members at the annual Open House event.  Members enjoyed 
food, fun, and diverse conversational topics, ranging from binary code and political systems to seminar topics and sum-
mer plans (undergraduate research at Princeton, managing health-care clinics in China, internships in Boston and North 
Carolina).   We are proud to welcome the following new members of the Honors Collegium! 

Left: President Holbrook and Provost Snyder congratulate sopho-
more Greg Kestin, Honorable Mention for the Goldwater Scholar-
ship and member of the Honors Collegium. 

Matthew Borths                 Anthropology/Geological Science   Class of 2008 
Jessica Hanzlik                  Physics                                            Class of 2008 
James Lee                          International Studies                       Class of 2008 
Mridula Manohar               Biochemistry                                   Class of 2008 
Seth Rokosky                    History, Philosophy                         Class of 2008 
Heather Sweetser               Arabic, International Studies           Class of 2008 
Olivia Twu                        Biochemistry                                   Class of 2008 
Christine Zgrabik               Physics, Spanish                              Class of 2008 
Emily Coate                       Anthropology                                  Class of 2009 
Robert Denomme               Mathematics, Computer Science     Class of 2009 
Jennifer Duann                  Molecular Genetics, English           Class of 2009 
Jared Goldfarb                   Economics, International Studies    Class of 2009 
Meagan Grund                   Dance                                              Class of 2009 
Erica Haugtvedt                 English, History                              Class of 2009 
Mallory Hood                    International Studies                       Class of 2009 
Randal Morgan                  Chemistry, Physics                          Class of 2009 
Ehsan Sadeghipour            Mechanical Engineering                  Class of 2009 
John Sun                            Political Science, Economics          Class of 2009 
Kelsey Willingham            Russian, International Studies         Class of 2009 
Matthew Wohlever            Biochemistry                                   Class of 2009 
Bryan Zorko                      Pharmaceutical Science                   Class of 2009 

This autumn quarter, we will also  
welcome the incoming Presidential 
Scholars as members of the Honors 
Collegium’s class of 2010!  
 
Selected by faculty from a group of 
over 1,400 high-ability high school 
seniors, these students show excep-
tional promise.  We’re excited to wel-
come: 
· Amy Eakins 
· Samantha Gett 
· Dustin Koenig 
· Ellen Manovich 
· Andrew Martin 
· Josh Stowell 
· Adrienne Strong 
· Katherine Watt 
· James Treadway 
· Joshua Drummond 

President Holbrook personally congratulated each of the 
university’s nationally recognized scholarship recipients 
and finalists at the Student Achievement Reception this 
May.  Graduating senior Imogen Pryce, a 2005 Goldwater 
Scholar who has also been named an NSF Graduate Re-
search Fellow, spoke on the benefits of  applying for schol-
arships and fellowships to a room packed with undergradu-
ate scholars and faculty.  In addition to scholarship recipi-
ents, university nominees and the Honors Collegium’s 
graduating seniors were also honored.  

Erica Haugtvedt, Bryan Zorko Jennifer Duann, Randal Morgan Ehsan Sadeghipour, Dr. David Frantz 
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Beinecke Scholar 
A scholar who delves into political 
theory as a means to understand 
the personal, political science ma-
jor Benjamin Jones was inspired to 
learn French (which became his 
second major) to read 18th century 
political texts in their original 
forms.  His devotion to knowledge 
in the humanities garnered him the 
$32,000 Beinecke Scholarship, 
which supports 20 students annually 
who will pursue terminal degrees in 
the humanities, arts, or social sci-
ences. Ben plans to use his Be-
inecke scholarship towards a PhD in 
Political Theory at either Harvard, 
Princeton, or the University of Chi-
cago. 
 
Goldwater Scholars and 
Honorable Mentions 
OSU has its share of science schol-
ars as well.  All four of OSU’s 
nominees for the Goldwater Schol-
arship were recognized by the Gold-
water Foundation.  The Goldwater 
Scholarship is widely recognized as 
the premier scholarship for under-

graduate science research majors. 
OSU’s Goldwater Scholars include 
Michael Chmutov, who arrived in 
the United States from Russia at the 
age of 13 with little knowledge of 
the English language.  Inspired to 
join a research team on quantum 
computing after translating a book 
on the subject from Russian into 
English, Michael’s current research 
project “Computers of the Future,”  
has potential ramifications for a di-
verse range of fields, including 
cryptology.  Br ian K iel, another 
OSU Goldwater Scholar, has a pa-
per in the works to be published.  
His research was completed in a 
NASA-funded hydrology lab, and 
uses data to infer the volume of wa-
ter passing through watersheds in 
both Ohio and the Amazon. 
 
Honorable Mentions for the Gold-
water Scholarship include junior 
Ian Jones, and sophomore Gregory 
Kestin.  Both are active in research 
and Greg, a member of the Honors 
Collegium also co- produces and 
directs (as well as being featured in) 
the comedy television series ex-

Pure potential- 

Michael Chmutov, Mathematics, Phys-
ics; Brian Kiel, Geological Sciences 

Benjamin Jones, Political Science, 
French 

Keith Coleman; Imogen Pryce; and Elizabeth 
Toher (all from the College of Engineering) 

plaining scientific principles and ideas: 
“What a Geek!”  
 
National Science Foundation 
Graduate Research Fellows 
Keith Coleman, Imogen Pryce, and 
Elizabeth Toher  were named National 
Science Foundation Graduate Research 
Fellows (OSU is proud to be home to 
eight students who received honorable 
mentions for this prestigious scholar-
ship).  The National Science Foundation 
Graduate Research Fellowship provides 
three years of support for graduate study 
leading to research-based master’s or 
doctorate degrees to students in science, 
technology, engineering, and mathemat-
ics. 
 
These Fellows are doubly notable in that 
they have all been recognized by more 
than one foundation! Keith and Eliza-
beth are National Defense Science and 
Engineering Graduate Fellows.  This 
fellowship, created to increase citizens 
trained in science and engineering disci-
plines of military importance, awards 
three years of funding toward graduate 
study. Imogen was a 2005 Goldwater 
Scholar. 

undergraduate scholars  
rewarded for research 
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Fulbright Scholars 
The Fulbright Scholar-
ship offers approxi-
mately 1,300 opportuni-
ties for students to con-
duct career-launching 
study and research 
abroad, while promoting 
cross-cultural interaction 
and mutual understand-
ing. OSU is proud to 
celebrate four  Fulbr ight 
Scholars: Victor ia 
Reyes; Richard Pr ice, 
I I I ; Nadia El-
Yousseph; and Zacha-
r iah Baird.   
 

As the recipient of a Ful-
bright Full Research 
Grant, Victor ia Reyes 
will spend next year 
building upon her Hon-
ors Senior Thesis re-

search by interviewing military br ides in the Philippines. Vic-
toria’s research is inspired by her own grandmother’s experience 
as a Filipina military bride who emigrated to the United States. 
Victoria researches on Filipina diaspora, power levels within 
interracial marriages, and negotiations between assmilation and 
cultural maintanence within bicultural households.  Her long 
term career goals include becoming a professor of Ethnic Stud-
ies and continuing involvement in ethnic/social justice-based 
communities.   
 
Richard Pr ice, I I I   also received a Fulbright Full Research 
Grant to conduct cancer  research at the Spanish National Can-
cer Centre (CNIO) in Madrid, Spain. Rick will build upon his 

Global understanding-  

Victoria Reyes, International Studies, 
Psychology 

Nadia El-Yousseph, German, Linguistics; Zachariah 
Baird, English 

knowledge developed through his undergraduate 
research on tumor formation, conducted at the OSU 
Comprehensive Cancer Center. While forging rela-
tionships between Spanish and American hospitals. 
this work will also advance Rick towards his goal 
of directing a hospital. 
 

Nadia El-Yousseph and Zachar iah Baird have 
both been selected for English Teaching Assis-
tantships in Germany.  Nadia’s experience with 
second-language acquisition research during a 
summer internship at the University of Pittsburgh 
and her own experience with juggling cultures (a 
daughter of a Palestinian refugee who met her 
American mother while taking political asylum in 
Germany) make her a natural for sharing a deep 
knowledge of syntax and multicultural understand-
ing. Zachariah demonstrated his own personal pas-
sion for cultural immersion and understanding both 
during his tenure at Ohio State’s German-
immersion Max Kade German House and his ex-
perience teaching English in China last summer at 
the Hangzhou Babel Language Center.   

sharing culture  
and knowledge 
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Udall Scholars 
When Leann Benkar t looks at wet-
lands, she sees more than just mud.  
Inspired by her research with OSU’s 
own wetlands, this landscape architec-
ture major plans to design preservation 
parks. They will not only restore r iv-
ers and wetlands, but provide a space 

Making a difference-  
environmental activism in policy and practice 

for “businessmen and factory workers to 
take refuge in for lunch breaks”  and 
catalyze public appreciation of environ-
mental issues.  Leann is not the only 
OSU student whose commitment to the 
environment has been recognized. 

Interested in scholarships and 
fellowships such as the Udall 
Scholarship or  the Fulbr ight?  

 
Know an undergraduate that 

should be? 
 

Visit our website at: 
http://honors-scholars.osu.edu/

collegium 
-or- 

Contact collegium@osu.edu for  
additional information. 

Continued on page 5... 



Truman Scholar 
and Finalist 
With a wry wit and a 
big smile, Yoonhee 
Ha is omnipresent 
on campus.  Rubbing 
elbows with commu-
nity leaders as the 
sole undergraduate 
on the Board of 
Trustees and joking 
with undergraduates 
as the President of 
Golden Key Honour 
Society, Yoonhee is 
a leader and a change 
agent, determined to 
make a difference.  
 
Yoonhee was re-
cently recognized as 
a Truman Scholar– 
one of only 75 nationwide, selected 
out of over 600 university nominees 

Continued from page 4: Making a difference– 
environmental activism in policy and practice 

Three outstanding juniors were selected as Udall Scholars this year- 
all hailing from the College of Engineering.  Each year only 80 Udall 
Scholars are selected nationally.  Udall Scholars have demonstrated a 
strong personal and professional commitment to preserving, pro-
tecting, and restor ing environmental resources.  Ohio State is one of 
only five universities home to three or more 2006 Udall Scholars: Yale, 
Kansas State, Ohio State, Cornell, and Stanford.  
 
OSU’s other Udall Scholars are Bethany Frew and Cullen Naumoff. 
Bethany was inspired to action after seeing firsthand the devastating 
effects of coal mines on Czech fields and has since dedicated herself to 
researching alternative energy sources.  She interns at Battelle’s Divi-
sion of Environmental Restoration, co-leads the Bio-Environmental 
Design Team, and researches the feasibility of landfill leachate as a 
substrate for microbial fuel cells, for which she recently won first place 
in the Denman Undergraduate Research Forum. 
 
Raising public awareness is Udall Scholar Cullen Naumoff’s spe-
cialty.  She’s demonstrated her leadership talent by raising student 
awareness of recycling as Off-Campus Director of USG, past president 
of Lincoln Hall Council, and Chairperson for the Green Collaboration 
Team- an umbrella organization for the   
environmentally themed groups on campus.  
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for this $30,000 scholarship.  Truman 
Scholars are chosen 
based upon out-
standing academics 
and a demonstrated 
commitment to pub-
lic service. Yoonhee 
has dedicated herself 
to public healthcare 
and medicine and 
will pursue an MD/
MPH.  Yoonhee is 
determined to de-
liver  health care to 
underserved popu-
lations.  
 
Dave Knapp was 
invited to Washing-
ton D.C. in the final 
round of Truman 

Scholarship inter-
views and was named 

a Truman Finalists. A junior in Eco-

Change agents-  
nomics and Political Science with a 
minor in Arabic, Dave plans on re-
searching business models for  mak-
ing international development 
profitable. 
 

From left: Leann Benkart, Landscape Architecture; Bethany Frew,   
Bio-Environmental Engineering; Cullen Naumoff, Industrial & Systems Engineering 

future leaders of public policy 

David Knapp, Political Science, 
Economics 

Yoonhee Ha, Biology, Finance 
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It helps to have  advice from those “ in the know.”   To 
a full house of sophomores, five graduating seniors 
from the Honors Collegium shared helpful tidbits and 
insightful advice on how to get the most out of their 
undergraduate educations.  Topics included study 
abroad (how to get where you want to go- with aca-
demic credit and funding); campus involvement 
(your time is precious- where you should (and 
shouldn't) be spending it); medical school (letters, 
essays, and interviews- not headaches): research 
(how and why to get involved); and high-profile in-
ternships (finding and getting the perfect internship).   

Taylor  Nelms, Study Abroad Exper t, studied Spanish in 
Ecuador with OSU’s Quito program, returning- on a full 
scholarship- the next summer to conduct an independent 
research project. He presented the research at the Univer-
sity of São Paulo, Brazil, with the Honors Research Ex-
change Program, as well as at the annual meeting of the 
Society for Economic Anthropology.  Taylor will spend 
next year preparing his research for publication before at-
tending graduate school in South America. 
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Collegium Seniors Share Expertise 

Molly Paras, Medical 
School Exper t, spent 
time on medical mis-
sions in Kisumu, 
Kenya, and will soon 
begin her work on a  
MD/MPH at Mayo 
Medical School. She is 
pursuing a  career im-
pacting infectious dis-
ease and global health.  

Chr istopher  Bohlen, Research Exper t, researches in a 
campus biochemistry lab. He is 
second author on an article for 
a science journal and presented 
at the Rustbelt RNA Meeting, 
the Biological Sciences Under-
graduate Research Colloquium, 
and the Denman Undergradu-
ate Research Forum. Recipient 
of the Summer Undergraduate 
Research Fellowship and a 
2004-2005 Goldwater nomina-
tion, Chris starts graduate 
school at University of Califor-
nia, San Francisco this fall in 
the neurosciences program and plans to pursue neurosci-
ence research from a biochemical perspective.  Elizabeth Lubnina, Internship Exper t, interned with the 

Global Private Client division at the Merrill Lynch Finan-
cial Center in NYC and at the Merrill Lynch Private Bank-
ing and Investment Group in Columbus. She also interned 

with the international 
consulting firm Kolaja & 
Partners, traveling to 
Russia, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Serbia, Poland 
and the Ukraine . A 
2005-2006 Marshall 
Nominee, Liz will as-
sume a position in the 
Finance and Capital 
Markets Track at LaSalle 
Bank in Chicago in June. 

Domonic Rollins, Campus Involvement Exper t, was 
crowned 2005 Homecoming King. Involvement activi-
ties have included: President of the Ohio Union Activi-
ties Board, Captain of University Ambassadors, Honors 
Student Advisory 
Board, Junior and Sen-
ior Honoraries, Resi-
dent Advisor, and 
more. In July he will 
begin a career as a 
Business Analyst at 
Target Corporation’s 
Headquarters in Min-
neapolis. 



COL LEGIUM  QUA RTERL Y  PA GE 7 

Former Congressman 

John Kasich discussed                      

ethics and public policy,                                

offering hints on how to  

make a difference while sharing  

insight into the government, finance,  

and the media industry.  

 

Nancy Hardin Rogers,  

Dean of the Mor tiz 

College of Law,  
answered student questions  

about law school– what it’s like,  

when it may (or may not)  

be the right choice,  

and what it takes to get there.  

 

Ronald Rosbottom,  

Professor at Amherst College, 
philosophized on the  

allure, geography, and  

development of Paris  

in terms of  reality, myth, and history.  

 

David Frantz, Secretary of the 
Ohio State Board of Trustees 

Professor of English, 
inspired students with a  

refreshed perspective of a revered play-
wright– Shakespeare.  

 

Steve Yao instilled a sense of grace  

through a  stress-smashing two- 

part social dance class of   

rhumba, salsa, cha-cha, and fun! 

Contacting Professor  Mandy 
Fox of the Theatre Depar tment, 
Tyler set about brainstorming and 
executing a workshop on creating 
and projecting a confident, as-

sured self-
image for mem-
bers of the Honors 
Collegium, “who 
have as good a 
shot as anyone to 
make it to the in-
terview round of 
selections for any 
competition or 
job.”   
 
The result: an en-
thusiastically at-
tended workshop 
that helped stu-
dents establish 
confidence and 
awareness of 

themselves and the image they 
project.  

After helping a scholarship fi-
nalist conquer interview “stage 
fright,”  theatre major Tyler  
Seiple was inspired to create the 
workshop “Maintaining Pres-
ence under Fire.”  
He wanted to help 
others create an 
inspired, but pol-
ished, approach to 
interviews and 
other high pressure 
situations.   
 
He knows the heat 
of intense scholar-
ship interviews, 
having been se-
lected as a Mar-
shall Scholarship 
nominee this past 
fall, and continu-
ally excels under 
the bright lights of 
the theater. In the Master of 
Fine Arts graduate student per-
formance of Vaudeville, in the 
summer of 2005, 
Tyler performed 
both on the stage 
and at the pi-
ano– as the sole 
undergraduate. 
He has logged 
more than 25 
plays in his un-
dergraduate 
career . Tyler 
has starred in 
and supported 
performances 
locally, nation-
ally, and even 
internationally 
through a sum-
mer internship 
in Scotland. 
 
 
 
 

 

Tyler  Seiple has maintained a perfect 4.0 and 
will be graduating with honors and distinction.  
His majors are History and Theater, with a mi-
nor in French.  Tyler’s ambitious honors distinc-
tion project, research and a performance on the 
life of Oliver Hazard Perry, was presented at the 
2006 Denman Undergraduate Research Forum;  
it won second place.  
 
A Presidential Scholar, he is the founding Presi-
dent of Alpha Epsilon Lambda Cast of Alpha Psi 
Omega, the national theatre honorary.  Tyler has 
been inducted into Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Alpha 
Theta (the history honor society), and the Honor 
Society of Phi Kappa Phi.  
 
Upon graduating this spring, Tyler will head 
south to the Florida Repertory Theatre in Fort 
Meyers, Florida.  There he will begin a promis-
ing performance career as an Acting Intern. In 
addition to acting professionally, he hopes to one 
day “ teach and foster the art I love in the univer-
sity setting.”   

Collegium Senior Teaches  
Keeping Composure Under Fire Featured Collegium Guests  

Tyler Seiple, History, Theatre 
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Honors Collegium members achieving national      
recognition: Truman Finalist David Knapp, Goldwater 
Honorable Mention Gregory Kestin, and Truman 
Scholar Yoonhee Ha 

About the 

Honors Collegium 
 

 
The Honors Collegium  pro-
vides resources and suppor t  
for  talented, purposefu l  
students who are dr iven to 
make a difference in the 
wor ld. Members of the   
H on or s Col l egi u m  ar e      
expected to pursue high 
profi le  in ternships, gain            
a c cep t a n ce i n t o  t h e         
n at i on ’s t op  gr adu at e     
programs, and compete for 
pr est igiou s sch olar sh ips 
and fellowships. The Honors 
Collegium also coordinates 
t h e a p p l i c a t i on  a n d      
nominat ion  process for           
undergraduates applying for  
nat ional scholarships and 
fellowships. 

If you are faculty member or community leader and would like to become in-
volved with the Honors Collegium, assisting our students and supporting schol-
arship and fellowship candidates, please contact us at collegium@osu.edu. 

Comments, questions, or  suggestions for  the newsletter?  
Contact Stacy Haynes (haynes.110@osu.edu) 

Honors Collegium 
Contact Information 

 

Rebecca Ward 
Program Coordinator for Programming and Enrichment 

Ward.233@osu.edu 
 

Dana Vredeveld 
Program Coordinator for Scholarships and Fellowships 

Vredeveld.5@osu.edu 
 

Stacy Haynes 
Program Assistant 

Haynes.110@osu.edu 
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